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INTRODUCTION 
  
  

  

This version of the Fire Warden Handbook will assist you in carrying out your duties as Town Forest Fire 

Warden. This handbook provides information on the duties of a fire warden, the nature of wildland 

fires, preparing for fire season, forest fire laws, and working with the public to ensure fire safety. You 

will find instructions on how to fill out forms such as fire reports, reimbursement forms, tool orders, 

etc. A list of state forest fire personnel and their telephone numbers is included. Please contact your 

local District Fire Supervisor if you have any questions.  
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STATE PERSONNEL LOCATOR 
  

Dan Dillner, State Forest Fire Supervisor 
 111 West Street  
Essex Junction, VT 05452-4695  
Work Phone: 802-777-3079  
dan.dillner@vermont.gov   

Lars Lund, Southern Fire Response Coordinator 
 271 North Main Street, Suite 215  
Rutland, VT 05701-2423  
Work Phone: 802-777-4188   
lars.lund@vermont.gov   

Kathy Decker, Forest Protection Program Manager  
374 Emerson Falls Rd, Suite 4 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-9083 
Work Phone: 802-473-0007  
kathy.decker@vermont.gov   
 

Danielle Fitzko, Director of Forests/State Forester 
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2 
Montpelier, VT 05620-3801 
Work Phone: 802-598-9992 
danielle.fitzko@vermont.gov 
   

District 1: Windham and Windsor Counties 

Jim Esden, Protection Forester 
100 Mineral Street, Suite 304 
Springfield, VT 05156-3168 
Work Phone: 802-777-1591  
jim.esden@vermont.gov 

Melissa Currier, Administrative Assistant 
100 Mineral Street, Suite 304 
Springfield, VT 05156-3168 
Work Phone: 802-885-8845  
melissa.currier@vermont.gov 

District 2: Bennington and Rutland Counties 

Lars Lund, Protection Forester/Fire Response Coordinator 
271 North Main Street, Suite 215  
Rutland, VT 05701-2423  
Work Phone: 802-777-4188  
lars.lund@vermont.gov   

Lesley Porter, Program Technician II 
271 North Main Street, Suite 215  
Rutland, VT 05701-2423  
Work Phone: 802-786-0060 
lesley.porter@vermont.gov   

District 3: Addison, Chittenden, Franklin, and Grand Isle Counties 

Liam Farley, Protection Forester 
111 West Street  
Essex Junction, VT 05452-4695  
Work Phone: 802-793-1467  
liam.farley@vermont.gov   

Allison Coffey, Program Technician II 
111 West Street  
Essex Junction, VT 05452-4695  
Work Phone: 802-879-6565  
allison.coffey@vermont.gov   

District 4: Lamoille, Orange, and Washington Counties 

Chloe Sardonis, Protection Forester 
 5 Perry Street, Suite 20  
Barre, VT 05641-4265  
Work Phone: 802-461-8692 
chloe.sardonis@vermont.gov  

Lisa Wright, Administrative Assistant  
5 Perry Street, Suite 20  
Barre, VT 05641-4265  
Work Phone: 802-476-0170  
lisa.wright@vermont.gov   

District 5: Caledonia, Essex, and Orleans Counties 

Emily Meacham, Protection Forester   
374 Emerson Falls Rd, Suite 4 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-9083 
Work Phone: 802-595-0169   
emily.meacham@vermont.gov   

Ellen Hinman, Administrative Assistant  
374 Emerson Falls Rd, Suite 4 
 St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-9083 
 Work Phone: 802-751-0123  
ellen.hinman@vermont.gov 
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PERSONNEL LOCATOR AND DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 
 
  

  
  
  

REQUEST STATE FORESTRY ASSISTANCE, CALL:  
Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) 

 

1-800-347-0488  

District 2: 
Rutland and 
Bennington 
Counties 
   
Lars Lund 
Office: Rutland 

District 3:   
Addison, 
Chittenden, 
Franklin, and 
Grand Isle 
Counties 
 
Liam Farley 
Office: Essex 

District 5:  
Caledonia, 
Essex, and 
Orleans 
Counties 
  
Emily 
Meacham 
Office: St. 
Johnsbury 

District 4:   
Lamoille, Orange, and 
Washington Counties 
 
Chloe Sardonis 
Office: Barre 

District 1:   
Windham and Windsor 
Counties  
 
Jim Esden 
Office: Springfield 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
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FIRE WARDEN APPOINTMENT INFORMATION 
  

Forest Fire Warden Appointment 
  
Warden, Deputy Warden appointments and reappointments are done electronically through the Fire 
Warden Appointment Form through the ANRonline portal. Utilize this document (instruction manual) for 
instructions on how to access and utilize the portal.  Possible candidates for town forest fire wardens are 
selected by the Selectboard with input from the town/local fire department.  Utilizing the job description 
and the qualifications below. Ensure that the candidate meets these requirements.  Once the online 
information is completed, it will be reviewed by the District Fire Supervisor who will contact the town 
and the candidate once it has been approved.   
  
The new appointment is for 5-ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ǘŜǊƳΦ ²ŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
reappointed every 5-years unless they choose to resign, or the town or state agree to not reappoint.  

  
Deputy Wardens: 
When the Commissioner, or designee deems it difficult in any municipality for one warden to take 
charge of protecting the entire municipality from forest fires, they may appoint one or more deputy 
forest fire wardens within the town. Such wardens, under the direction of the fire warden, shall have 
the same powers, duties, and compensation and make the same reports through the fire warden to 
the Commissioner as forest fire wardens. 
 
Deputy Forest Fire Wardens are appointed to assist the fire warden only in cases where workload 
exceeds the capacity of the fire warden.  Their authority is the same as the warden, but they are 
working under the direction of fire warden. Deputy wardens have the same job duties and 
expectations as the fire warden.   
 

Personnel Records 
  
The State maintains information for every appointed town forest fire warden and deputy warden. This 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ, to be able to contact the warden, and to 
maintain mailing lists. If your contact information changes, please utilize the Fire Warden Portal to 
keep your information updated.  If you need login information please contact your District Fire 
Supervisor. https://anrweb.vt.gov/FPR/FireWarden/Login.aspx 
  
 
 
  

https://anronline.vermont.gov/
https://anrweb.vt.gov/FPR/FireWarden/Login.aspx
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FIRE WARDEN JOB DESCRIPTION 
  
  
Forest Fire Wardens are appointed by the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation, with the 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ όрύ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǿŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ 

term, with an unlimited number of reappointments possible subject to approval by the Commissioner 

or designee (10 V.S.A. Chapter 83 §2641).  

   

Major Duties:  
  

1. Suppression of wildland fires within the town (10 V.S.A. § 2644). Takes personal charge of 

wildland fire fighting operations, and ensures all fire suppression expenditures are necessary 

and reasonable. Manages fire department resources in unified command with that 

ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ-ranking officer at an incident. Anticipates need for outside assistance. 

Demonstrates up- to-date suppression knowledge.  
  

2. Maintains records and submits reports. Completes an accurate and thorough fire report for 

every wildland that occurs within the town, and submits reports to the Department of Forests, 

tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мп Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛǊŜΩǎ ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ YŜŜǇǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ άtŜǊƳƛǘ ǘƻ 

YƛƴŘƭŜ CƛǊŜέ όōǳǊƴing permits) issued. Maintains Vermont Fire Prevention Ticket book and keeps 

all records in accordance with provided instructions.  

 

3. Enforcement of Forest Fire Open Burning Laws (10 V.S.A. § 2645; 10 V.S.A. § 2648; 10 V.S.A § 

2672). Regulates open burning within the town by issuing burning permits, inspecting problem 

sites, and informing townspeople in proper burning practices. Acts upon violations promptly. 

Makes initial contact with persons responsible for wildland fires and assists other authorities in 

fire investigations when requested. Knows and understands all forest fire laws and 

demonstrates active interest in fire prevention efforts within the town. Communicates with the 

public in a courteous manner.  

 

Additional Responsibilities:  
  

1. Keeps informed and up to date by attending all training sessions called by the Commissioner or 

their designee.  

2. Maintains working relationship with town officials and fire departments who provide fire 

ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ ǘƻǿƴΦ  
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Salary and Compensation:  

The salary of the fire warden shall be determined by the selectboard for time spent in the performance 

of the duties of their office, which shall be paid by the town (10 V.S.A. §2642).  

  

In addition:  

1. The warden shall receive from the State a $30 stipend for issuance and recordkeeping of open 

burning permits in their town.  

2. The warden shall receive from the State a $30 per diem for attendance at each training session 

called by the Commissioner or designee.  

3. The warden shall receive from the State $10 for each fire report submitted within 14 days of 

ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜΩǎ ŜȄǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ  
  

Qualification for a New Town Forest Fire Warden or Deputy Warden:  
  

1. Candidate must be 18 years or older.   

2. /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŀƭƛŘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  

3. Candidate must have a valid working phone.  

4. Candidate must be able to conduct the duties and responsibilities of the town forest fire 

warden as described above in major duties.  

5. Candidates who are members of the local fire department are preferred. 

6. Candidates who are in general good health are preferred.  

 

Upon being appointed, new wardens and deputy wardens will be supplied the following:  

From District Fire Supervisor:  
 

1. Town Forest Fire Warden Handbook (Fire Warden Handbook is on the Fire Warden Website. 

Printed versions are available upon request) 

2. Forest Fire Warden Identification Card   

3. Ample Supply of Burning Permits  

4. Fire Reporting System Username and Password 

5. Certificate of Appointment  

6. Two (2) Community Notice Posters  

7. Fire Warden Hi-Visibility Vest 

8. Fire Waren License Plate (If requested) 

9. Vermont Fire Prevention Ticket-User Guide* 

10. Vermont Fire Prevention Ticket Book* 

 

 

 *  Ticket books and user guides will be issued upon request.  Your District Fire Supervisor will meet with 

you to go over the process of issuing a ticket. 
 

Contact your District Fire Supervisor if you have not received these supplies or need additional 

amounts. 
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Fire Warden and Key Person Identification Cards 

  
Identification cards will be issued to all fire wardens and their deputies. These cards will enable town 

fire wardens to offer proper identification when making public contacts. If a card needs to be replaced, 

contact your District Fire Supervisor.   

  
  
Key Person:  
  

The Warden may choose to use a Key Person. A Key Person is designated to issue burn permits on 

behalf of and under the direction of the town forest fire warden. A Key Person is determined by the 

warden and is not subject to the fire warden appointment process. The fire warden must identify and 

designate a Key Person(s) each year. Key Person cards are available from your District Fire Supervisor.  
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Town Forest Fire Warden/Deputy Reappointment Schedule 
   

The terms of office and incumbent town forest fire wardens shall expire on July 1 each of the following 
fire years as listed below. Wardens may be reappointed for an unlimited number of terms provided 
they meet the reappointment qualifications.  
  

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 

   Addison     

Ferrisburg Addison Bridport Bristol Cornwall 

Lincoln Goshen Granville Hancock Leicester 

Panton Middlebury Monkton New Haven Orwell 

Waltham Ripton Salisbury Shoreham Starksboro 

  Weybridge Whiting     

   Bennington     

Landgrove Arlington Bennington Dorset Glastenbury 

Rupert Manchester Peru Pownal Readsboro 

Sunderland Sandgate Searsburg Shaftsbury Stamford 

  Winhall Woodford     

   Caledonia     

Hardwick Barnet Burke Danville Groton 

Ryegate  Kirby Lyndon Newark Peacham 

Walden St. Johnsbury Sheffield Stannard Sutton 

    Wheelock     

   Chittenden     

Essex Bolton .ǳŜƭΩǎ DƻǊŜ Charlotte Colchester 

Richmond Hinesburg Huntington Jericho Milton 

Williston St. George Shelburne Underhill Westford 

   Essex     

Brunswick Averill Concord Bloomfield Brighton 

Guildhall !ǾŜǊȅΩǎ DƻǊŜ Lunenburg East Haven Granby Norton 

Victory Canaan  Maidstone   

  Lemington      

  Ferdinand      

  Lewis      

  ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ DƻǊŜ      

  ²ŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ DǊŀƴǘ      
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    Franklin     

Fairfield Bakersfield Berkshire Enosburg Fairfax 

Montgomery Fletcher Franklin Georgia Highgate 

  Richford St. Albans Sheldon Swanton 

   Grand Isle     

South Hero Alburg Grand Isle Isle La Motte North Hero 

   Lamoille     

Hyde Park Belvidere Cambridge Eden Elmore  

Wolcott Johnson Morristown Stowe Waterville 

   Orange     

Corinth Bradford Braintree Brookfield Chelsea 

Strafford Fairlee Newbury Orange Randolph 

Washington Thetford Topsham Tunbridge Vershire 
  West Fairlee Williamstown     

   Orleans     

Coventry Albany Barton Brownington Charleston 

Holland Craftsbury Derby Glover Greensboro 

Newport Irasburg Jay Lowell Morgan 
  Troy Westfield Westmore   

    Rutland     

Clarendon  Benson  Brandon  Castleton  Chittenden  

Mendon  Danby  Fair Haven  Hubbardton  Ira  

Pittsfield  Middletown  Mount Holly  Mount Tabor  Pawlet  

Killington  Springs  Poultney  Proctor  Rutland  

Wells  Pittsford  Sudbury  Tinmouth  Wallingford  

  West Haven  West Rutland      

   Washington     

Duxbury  Barre  Berlin  Cabot  Calais  

Moretown  East Montpelier  Fayston  Marshfield  Middlesex  

Warren  Northfield  Plainfield  Roxbury  Waitsfield  
  Waterbury  Woodbury  Worcester    

   Windham     

Dummerston  Athens  Brattleboro  Brookline  Dover  

Londonderry  Grafton  Guilford  Halifax  Jamaica  

Somerset  Marlboro  Newfane  Putney  Rockingham  

Westminster  Stratton  Townshend  Vernon  Wardsboro  

  Whitingham  Wilmington  Windham    
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   Windsor     

Bridgewater  Andover  Baltimore  Barnard  Bethel  

Ludlow  Cavendish  Chester  Hartford  Hartland  

Rochester  Norwich  Plymouth  Pomfret  Reading  

Weathersfield  Royalton  Sharon  Springfield  Stockbridge  

  Weston  West Windsor  Windsor  Woodstock  
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PRE-SUPPRESSION INFORMATION 
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Training Opportunities 
 

Upon initial appointment, town forest fire wardens and deputy wardens will receive basic orientation 

training from their District Fire Supervisor with the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. This 

training will include a review of the fire warden job requirements and instructions on how to make out 

fire reports, process fire reimbursement forms, fill out permits, and complete equipment order forms. 

In addition, each warden will receive training on how to use fire prevention tickets relating to 

enforcement of forest fire laws.  

 

All wardens and deputy wardens are required to attend training sessions called by the Commissioner 

or designee of the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. These training sessions are generally 

called once each year before spring fire season at convenient locations throughout the state. Annual 

warden trainings feature current wildland fire topics and themes, as well as updates on fire warden 

activities. Your attendance and participation at these meetings will keep you current on your duties 

and responsibilities as town forest fire warden.  

  
The Vermont Fire Academy, in cooperation with local fire departments, offers basic and advanced fire 

training and certifications, throughout the state. District Fire Supervisors instrǳŎǘ ά²ƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ 

/ƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΩǎ Firefighter 1 Certification. District Fire Supervisors are also available 

by request from you or your local fire department for wildland fire training.  

  
For more information on these training opportunities, contact your District Fire Supervisor.  
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Fire Season Information 
 

Spring Fire Season 

 

Spring fire season generally begins shortly after snow melt, when weather conditions are favorable 

for drying wildland fuels. These consist of fine dead fuels, such as grass and light brush. Clean up 

after a long winter season increases debris burning activity statewideΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ 

fires occur from the end of March to the beginning of June.  

  
Valley locations generally experience dry conditions earlier in the spring, and higher elevation 

areas will have dry conditions later in the season. During this time of year, access into fire areas 

may be difficult due to  mud conditions.  
  
In the spring, weather patterns change frequently. Watch for high winds, combined with dry fuel 

conditions and tough terrain that can make wildland fire control difficult and hazardous. Generally 

spring fires seldom burn deep into the ground litter, making mop-up much easier and less 

expensive.  
  
Summer Fire Season 

 

After green-up has occurred and the spring rainy periods have subsided, the summer months can 

turn hot and dry. Even though wildland areas look green and moist, the forest ground fuels and 

litter may be dry enough to sustain fire. Campfires, logging operations, and lightning are common 

causes of summer fires. You can expect most of your summer fires to occur from mid-July to the 

end of August. Depending primarily on the amount of rain received, a summer fire season may or 

may not occur.  
  
In many cases, summer fires have low smoke output and minimal convective lift and often escape 

detection in remote areas. Wildland fires spread at a slower rate during this time of year except 

for fires in softwood areas.  

  
If litter and duff layers are very dry, summer fires will burn deep into the ground fuels. Should this 

happen, control and mop-up will be difficult and costlier.  

  
Fall Fire Season 

 

When foliage season is over and leaves drop, wildland fuels begin    a drying process. Shortly after 

leaf drop, wildland fires can occur if weather patterns are   favorable, such as hot, dry, and windy 

conditions. Fall fires generally occur from early October to the end of November. Usually snow 

conditions are present from mid to late November which usually ends the fall fire season.  

  
Wildland fires during fall periods behave similarly to spring fires due to changing weather patterns 

that often generate high winds. With normal amounts of precipitation, the fall fire season may be 

very quiet or not occur at all.  
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If drought conditions exist during fall periods, expect fires to burn into the ground fuels creating 

problems similar to the summer season. Careless hunters in the fall can create fire starts in remote 

areas.  

 

Forest Fire Danger Ratings 
 

From one season to the next, it is important to know the likelihood of wildland fires getting started, 

and once started, the severity with which they will burn. A measure for this concern is called the 

Forest Fire Danger Rating.  
  

Forest fire danger ratings are determined by comparing forest fuel conditions, recent weather 

conditions, and various fire start risk factors. During non-snow periods of the year, the State 

monitors forest fire danger levels daily. Your impression of local fire conditions is as important as the 

danger ratings in knowing what to expect from one day to the next in a fire season.  
  

Daily weather observations are gathered from 5 remote automated weather stations (RAWS) located 

throughout Vermont. These readings are uploaded to WIMS (Weather Information Management 

System) a national internet-based processor that houses the data needed to calculate daily fire 

danger adjective ratings. This system also generates outputs such as the burning index (BI), a 

measure of the likelihood of a fire start, energy release component (ERC), a measure of fire intensity, 

ŀƴŘ Y.5LΣ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

cumulative observations from the previous day, week, season, and fuel conditions. Keep in mind that 

fire danger ratings are general measures of how severe a fire day might be. The following 

explanations detail how these ratings apply to your work as Town Forest Fire Warden.  

 
 

Uses for Fire Danger Ratings  
 

Å Informing the public of daily fire risks  

Å Making decisions on issuing burning permits  

Å Being prepared to suppress wildland fires  

Å Historical information on the nature of our fire seasons 

  

ADJECTIVE VS. CLASS DAY  

LOW  Class 1  

MODERATE  Class 2  

HIGH  Class 3  

VERY HIGH  Class 4  

EXTREME  Class 5  



 

Pre-suppression Information   16 

 
  
Low Fire Danger  
  

Å Chances of accidental fires occurring are minimal.  

Å With care, the chance of permitted fires escaping is low.  

Å Best weather conditions to issue burning permits.  

Å Wildfires occurring on these days will be low intensity, slow spreading, and easy to 

control. Minimum manpower and equipment will be needed.  

 

  
Moderate Fire Danger  
  

Å Chances of accidental fires occurring will increase slightly.  

Å Fires may escape if not properly attended.  

Å These may be acceptable conditions to issue burning permits if the permittee attends 

the fire and has the proper equipment to handle any problems.  

Å Fires in open cured grasslands will burn briskly and spread rapidly on windy days. Timber fires 

spread slowly to moderately fast. The average fire is of moderate intensity, although heavy 

concentrations of fuel may burn hot. 

Å Slight increase in manpower and equipment should be considered.  

 

  

High Fire Danger  

   

Å Potential for accidental fires occurring increases significantly.  

Å Consider not issuing a permit until conditions become more favorable. Issue permits 

only if special precautions and equipment will assure safe control. All fine dead fuels 

ignite readily and fires start easily from most causes. 

Å Unattended brush and campfires are likely to escape. Fires spread rapidly and short-

distance spotting is common. 

Å High-intensity burning may develop on slopes or in concentrations of fine fuels. 

Å Fires may become serious and difficult to control unless they are successfully attacked 

while small. 

  
Very High Fire Danger  
  

  

Å Potential for accidental fires occurring is extremely high.  

Å Fires will be very difficult to keep under control.  

Å Do not issue burning permits under these conditions. You would be justified in denying 

requests for burning permits in your town under these conditions. The State may call 

you to give you an advisory when the fire danger reaches this level. Continue any 

restrictions on issuing permits until the fire danger drops to a lower level.  
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Å Wildfires occurring on these days will develop high intensities and rapid spread rates very 

quickly. Initial attempts to control these fires may not be successful. Notify the State of 

major problems and be prepared to ask for additional assistance to control the fire.  
 

  
Extreme Fire Danger  

  
  

Å Extreme fire danger exists after several consecutive days of very high fire danger.  

Å Fires start quickly, spread furiously, and burn intensely. All fires are potentially serious. 

Å Development into high intensity burning will usually be faster and occur from smaller 

fires than in the very high fire danger class. Direct attack is rarely possible and may be 

dangerous except immediately after ignition. 

Å Fires that develop headway in heavy slash or in conifer stands may be unmanageable 

while the extreme burning condition lasts. Under these conditions the only effective and 

safe control action is on the flanks until the weather changes or the fuel supply lessens. 
  
In most cases, your knowledge and observations of burning conditions in your town is enough to 

determine the general forest fire danger rating. If you are uncertain as to what the fire danger rating 

is, especially if you think it may be increasing or decreasing, you should contact your District Fire 

Supervisor or sign up to receive daily fire weather forecasts and fire danger reports. During times 

that the fire danger reaches high to very high levels, you may be contacted by the State and given 

information on advisories or bans related to issuing permits.  

 

 

State of Vermont Fire Danger Rating Areas 
 

From March 20th through November 30th, the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation 

publishes a daily Vermont Fire Danger Forecast. This release includes a map of Vermont town 

boundaries and their associated fire danger ratings for the day. These fire danger ratings are 

determined by five Remote Automated Weather Stations (RAWS) that collect weather conditions at 

their fixed locations across the state.  

 

The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation has established five Fire Danger Rating Areas 

(FDRAs). Instead of assuming fire conditions are strictly tied to sensor proximity, these FDRAs seek to 

match town fire conditions to their respective RAWS. This association groups fire weather data 

collected at a RAWS to nearby towns that have similar geography, fuels, and topography. The FDRA 

boundaries were determined in collaboration with neighboring states, the National Weather Service, 

the USDA Forest Service, National Fire Danger Rating System experts, local fire personnel, and by 

referring to historical fire patterns in Vermont. The FDRA boundaries also closely match the boundaries 

of New Hampshire FDRAs, allowing for further fire weather collaboration across state lines. No towns 

are split between Fire Danger Rating Areas. 

 

 



 

Pre-suppression Information   18 
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National Weather Service Products 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƭǎƻ 

provides fire weather products including:  

¶ Daily fire weather forecasts 

¶ Spot forecasts for ongoing fires 

¶ Special Weather Statements 

¶ Fire Weather Watches and Red flag warnings (See Red Flag Poster in the Appendix).  

The fire weather forecast provides detailed information on forecasted values for weather elements 

that can affect the potential for fire starts and how a fire will behave once ignition occurs.  Examples 

are max /min temperature, relative humidity, morning and afternoon wind speed and direction, 

probability of precipitation, etc. (See Example Fire Weather Forecast in the Appendix). 
  

Spot forecasts are available from the National Weather Service (NWS) through the State for on-going 

fires. These forecasts give detailed forecasted weather information for today, tonight, and tomorrow 

for the specific fire location. They are especially useful to help you determine whether the fire can be 

easily contained and held or if additional resources will be necessary. They can also alert you to the 

potential of a weather event that could seriously affect fire behavior such as passages of dry, cold 

fronts with associated increases in wind speed, changes in wind direction, and decreases in relative 

humidity. The NWS needs specific information from you to make this forecast, such as 

latitude/longitude, elevation, terrain type and aspect, fuels and accurate weather observations at or 

near the incident. Contact the National Weather Service for a spot forecast or your District Fire 

Supervisor for assistance in requesting a spot forecast.  

 
A Red Flag Warning event is the combination of a critical fire weather pattern and significantly dry 

fuels. This combination has the potential for widespread new ignitions and/or dangerous fire behavior 

making control extremely hazardous. A Fire Weather Watch is issued in the event that this 

combination of weather and dry fuel conditions is possible and will precede a Red Flag Warning.  Red 

Flag Warnings are issued by the National Weather Service. 

  
All these specific criteria are needed to generate a Red Flag Warning event:  

  
In spring/fall when fuels are cured:  

Å Winds, sustained or with frequent gusts above 25 mph for at least 2 hours AND  

Å Relative humidity at or below 30% for at least 2 hours AND  

Å Dry/receptive fuels 

Å In summer when fuels are green:  

Å All the above plus Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) values of 300 or greater  

  
Red Flag generally reflects how fires may behave after they ignite, while fire danger specifically relates 
to the likelihood of fire development.  

 
The Red Flag warning is a significant safety warning that a serious fire day is likely. Fires 

occurring on Red Flag days will be more dangerous to firefighters and care should be taken 
to ensure their safety. If the National Weather Service issues a Fire Weather watch or Red 

Flag warning, we w ill make this information available to you . 
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Where to Find Fire Weather and Fire Danger Information 
 

Daily fire weather and fire danger rating information are available through fire season from March to 

November from the following sources:  

  

Å Visit the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation Monitoring Fire Danger 

webpage at: https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/monitoring-fire-danger 

Å Follow @VTFireDanger on Twitter  

Å Visit the National Weather Service Fire Weather Pages 

o  Burlington, VT at http://www.weather.gov/btv/firewx   (802-658-0207)  

o Albany, NY at http:// www.weather.gov/aly/fire (518-435-9575) for Bennington and 
Windham Counties 

Å Visit the Vermont Emergency Management daily situation report at: 

http://demhs.vermont.gov/contact-us/daily   

Å In the event of a Red Flag Warning, an announcement will be made to all fire 

departments by VT-ALERT (to receive emergency alerts, create an account at this link: 

https://member.everbridge.net/index/453003085617457#/signup) and will be headlined 

in the Vermont Fire Weather/Danger Forecast. 

Å Other links for additional sources for fire weather and fire danger information:  

Å NWS ς Boise (for national fire weather forecasts):  https://www.weather.gov/fire/ 

Å Eastern Area Coordination Center Predictive Services:   http://gacc.nifc.gov/eacc/   

Å National Wildland Fire Assessment System (WFAS): http://www.wfas.net/   

 

Å For Drought Information:  

Å U.S. Drought Monitor ς (with links to drought indexes, soil moisture info, etc.): 

       http:// www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/ 

 

Å Other national sites of interest:  

Å National Weather Service:  http://weather.gov/  

Å National Climatic Data Center:  http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/   

Å NWS Climate Prediction Center:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

Å bh!!Ωǎ IƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΥ  https://www.noaa.gov/  

  

https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/monitoring-fire-danger
https://twitter.com/VTFireDanger?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.weather.gov/btv/firewx
http://www.weather.gov/btv/firewx
http://www.weather.gov/aly/EMfire
http://www.weather.gov/aly/fire
http://www.weather.gov/aly/EMfire
http://demhs.vermont.gov/contact-us/daily
http://demhs.vermont.gov/contact-us/daily
http://demhs.vermont.gov/contact-us/daily
http://demhs.vermont.gov/contact-us/daily
https://www.vtalert.gov/
https://member.everbridge.net/index/453003085617457#/signup
https://www.vtalert.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/fire/
http://gacc.nifc.gov/eacc/
http://gacc.nifc.gov/eacc/
http://www.wfas.net/
http://www.wfas.net/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
http://weather.gov/
http://weather.gov/
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/index.html
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Wildland Fire Detection 
 

Most wildland fires are reported by the  public through the 911 dispatchers who in return dispatch 

local fire departments. During periods of high fire danger, the State may utilize aerial patrols to detect 

forest fires. The primary need for fire patrol flights is to provide for early detection of fires in remote 

areas.  

  
The map on the following page indicates the detection routes of FPR aerial patrols. When a fire is 

detected by a patrol plane, it is reported to one of our FPR Fire Response Coordinators along with 

general information on its location, type of forest, size, etc. The FPR FRC, in turn, contacts local fire 

dispatch, town volunteer fire department, and if needed, Vermont Emergency Management.  

  
During major suppression operations, fire patrol planes may be used to observe the progress of control 
efforts. The FPR State Forest Fire Supervisor and the Green Mountain National Forest will determine 
the necessity and use of fire patrol flights. Prompt fire reports help track fire occurrence and the 
need for flights.  
  
Detection flights may be authorized by the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation fire staff at its 

discretion. Information on current and local fire danger ratings are used to determine if flights are 

necessary. Most flights are scheduled based on current and predicted fire weather and are tempered 

by Vermont experience.  

  
Fire detected on US Forest Service (USFS) or US Fish & Wildlife Service land by the flight will be 

reported to a State Dispatcher who will then notify the Northeastern Interagency Coordination Center 

(NECC).  
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Air Patrol Fire Detection Routes 
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Radio Communications 

 

The Vermont State Forestry Division maintains a conservation radio frequency. This frequency is car to 

car only. Fire Chiefs in Vermont can request to program this frequency into their department radios.  

The Forest Resource Protection section uses programmable portable radios as well as mobile radios 

mounted in both Fire Response Vehicles. The Fire Response Vehicles (FPR1 and FPR2) have radios 

programmed with the majority the local fire-ground frequencies in Vermont, as well as Fire/EMS 

Dispatch Centers, State Fish & Wildlife, State Police, State Agency of Transportation, Green Mountain 

National Forest, and National Interoperability channels (VTAC). The FRVs also have on board VHF 

radios that can be field programmed on an incident. When state forestry personnel arrive to assist on a 

fire, they will request permission to operate on the local incident frequency.  

   

Fire Response Coordinators (FRC) have assigned State CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) system radio 

call numbers that are identifiable in the State PSAPs (Public Safety Answering Points. i.e. Dispatch 

Centers).  
 

FRC-South: Lars Lund (2275); FRC-North: Dan Dillner (2276).  

 CHANNEL   FREQUENCY   DESCRIPTION  

Forestry Conservation  

Rx 151.1600 Rx Code 156.7  

Tx 151.1600 Tx Code 156.7  
Forests & Parks  

Fire-ground / car to car  

VTAC11  
Rx 151.1375  Code 156.7  

Tx 151.1375  Code 156.7  
Non-Federal VHF National          
Interoperability Channels  

VTAC12  
Rx 154.425  Code 156.7  

Tx 154.425  Code 156.7  
Non-Federal VHF National          
Interoperability Channels  

VTAC13  
Rx 158.7375  Code 156.7  

Tx 158.7375  Code 156.7  
Non-Federal VHF National          
Interoperability Channels  

VTAC14  
Rx 159.475  Code 156.7  

Tx 159.475  Code 156.7  
Non-Federal VHF National          
Interoperability Channels  

   

   

Rx 162.4000  

No Tx  

National Weather Service                

Mount Mansfield  

   

   

Rx 162.4750  

No Tx  

National Weather Service                 

Mount Ascutney  
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SUPPRESSION INFORMATION 
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Wildland Fire Reporting Procedures 
 
 

One of your most important duties as Forest Fire Warden is to promptly report all wildland fires to 
your District Fire Supervisor. Prompt reporting helps the Forestry Division monitor fire danger, 
submit accurate daily situation reports to the Northeast Coordination Center, and qualify for federal 
grant funds.  
  
Forest fire reporting is not difficult or time consuming if done promptly. Coordination with your fire 

department is essential in having all wildland fires to you immediately. If possible, Forest Fire Wardens 

should be present at all ongoing wildland fires. All details will be clearer and more accurate if you are 

there. FPR will pay the fire warden $10.00 per report for reports received within 2 weeks after a fire 

is extinguished. 
  
²ƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άCƻǊŜǎǘ CƛǊŜ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ŎŀǊŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ²ƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ CƛǊŜ 

Reporting system. The advantage of using the online reporting system is the report is immediately 

received and you can edit or update information as needed. Both methods are described below.  

  
Forest Fire Report Card:  
  
1. Check fire for cause, size, location (latitude/longitude), damages, injuries, estimate cost, and 

violations. Size and location can be determined by you or your District Fire Supervisor with a 

handheld GPS unit or smartphone app.  

2. Fill out the Forest Fire Report card immediately and with as much information as possible. At 

ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ άwŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ά!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƛǊŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴέ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŦƛǊŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƛǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. 

3. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŀǇ; the sketch map should include:  

Å location of fireτinclude coordinates if possible   

Å where fire started  

Å area burned  

Å type of wildland burned or endangered (grass, brush, woodland)  

Å north arrow  

Å wind direction  

Å 911 addresses, road names and any other distinguishing landmarks to assist in locating fire  

  
4. Immediately send this report to your District Fire Supervisor.  
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Online Wildland Fire Reporting System:  

1. Check fire for cause, size, location, damages, estimate cost, and violations. Size and location can 

be determined by you or your District Fire Supervisor with a handheld GPS unit.  

2. From your computer or smart phone, go to https://anrweb.vt.gov/FPR/FireWarden/Login.aspx to 

access the log in screen.  Type in your username and password and click submit. A username 

and password will be assigned to you as part of the fire warden appointment process.  

3. Submit a New Fire Report - From the menu page, select Report a Fire. Complete as much of the 

form as possible.  All fields with a red asterisk*  must be filled in to submit a report.  

4. Complete the additional details section with as much information as you have. The comments 

section is where you describe the fire scene, the location of the fire in relation to roads, forests, 

etc. This section will replace the map that the hard copy fire report requests. Add as much 

detail as possible. Note: If you have a .jpg or .pdf map of the fire, it can be emailed to your 

District Fire Supervisor.  

5. Click the Submit button to complete the online report.  

6. Once you have entered or edited your report, Log Out of the system.  

  

For more detailed information go to the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources Department of 

CƻǊŜǎǘǎΣ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ CƛǊŜ ²ŀǊŘŜƴǎ tŀƎŜ ŀǘ https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-

fire/forest-fire-warden, or if you have any problems, contact your District Fire Supervisor for 

assistance.  

  

IMPORTANT  
 

If the wildland fire report is not received by your District Fire Supervisor within two weeks (14 

days) after the extinguishment of the fire, YOU WILL NOT BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAYMENT 

FOR THE FIRE REPORT . (10 V.S.A.§2642 and §2644).  
 

 

Examples of both reporting methods are shown in the appendix.  

  

https://anrweb.vt.gov/FPR/FireWarden/Login.aspx
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/forest-fire-warden
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest/wildland-fire/forest-fire-warden
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Fire Suppression Assistance 
 

The Vermont Legislature has given the responsibility of forest fire prevention and suppression to each 

individual town under the authority of the town forest fire warden. Wardens may take personal 

charge of fire suppression in their town; however, it is accepted that most towns have fire 

suppression handled by the town fire department. It is also recognized that town fire wardens  

delegate their authority to fire department chiefs to make fire suppression efforts more responsive.  

  
When initial attempts to control wildland fires become too difficult or risky, the responding fire 

department requests additional assistance. Fire departments calling for assistance contact fire 

dispatch center for mutual aid. Firefighters and equipment are dispatched either directly to the fire 

scene or arrive at the town fire station for stand-by. Mutual aid fire assistance between towns has 

worked well for many years and is your primary source for additional assistance.  Review your 

dispatching and mutual aid activation procedures with neighboring fire officials periodically. This will 

make mutual aid assistance more effective.  

  
If a wildland fire requires specialized assistance or equipment, or the response from local fire 

departments does not meet your needs, you may request assistance from Forests, Parks and 

Recreation by contacting Vermont Emergency Management (VEM).  VEM will dispatch the Fire 

Response Coordinator for your area.  
  
Some of the resources and services available to you during a wildland fire:  

 

Å Forest Fire Handtools delivered to your fire scene by state forestry personnel in quantities 

you request.  

Å Specialized Water Handling Equipment delivered to your fire scene, set up and operated 

by the state forestry personnel. This equipment is designed to transport water over 

difficult terrain and has special applications for controlling and mop-up of wildland fires.  

Å Fire Behavior ς The Wildland Fire Control staff can assist you in determining how your 

ongoing fire is going to behave and react to control efforts. This is done by analyzing fuels, 

weather, and topography.  

Å Fire Suppression Strategies ς Wildland fires are dynamic, and controlling them can be 

difficult. Wildland Fire Control staff can assist you in developing control strategies to 

minimize cost and effort and maximize safety and effectiveness.  

  

Å Specialized Firefighting Crews ς If circumstances warrant specially-trained wildland fire 

crews or teams the Fire Response Coordinator can request these resources for you.  

Å Fire Critique and Training ς If desired, the Fire Response Coordinator or your District Fire 

Supervisor can help you review a fire after it is over to examine effectiveness, cost, safety, 

and training needs. 














































































